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ENSIGN FREDERICK THOMAS WEBER, U.S.N.R. ( DECEASED

Ensign Weber was born in Des Moines, lows, on February 4, 1916,
He attended Knox College, Galesburg, 11linois, and greduated from
Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa. On August 30, 1938, he
entered the U.S. Naval Reserve in Kanfas City, Missouri, and had
preliminary flight training at the Navel Reserve Avlation Bese at
Kansas Clty, Kansas., He was appointed Aviation Cadet July 27,
1939, and had flight treining at the Naval Air Station, Pensacolse,
Plorida. He was commissioned Ensign, U.S.N,R., June 12, 1940, and
vas ordered to active duty in a bombing squadron attached to a
caryier,

The Navy Cross was presented posthumously to Engign Weber,
with the following cltation: '

"pop extraordinary hercism and distinguished
sepvice as pllot of an alrplans of o bombing squadron
in action ngelnet enemy Japanese forces in the Battle
of Midway, June 4-6, 1942, Flylng at a distance from
his own forces which rendered return unlikely because
of probable fusl exhaustion, Ensign Webher participated
in two dive-bombing attacks against Japanose naval units.
In the first, launched in the face of concentrated anti-
aireraft fire and overwhelming fighter opposition, he
scoved o direct hit on an enemy alrcraft carrler. In
the second, while pressing home a desparate and vigorous
counterattack against Japanese fighters, he was shot
down. His unflinching devotion to duty, maintnined at
great personal risk agolnst tremendous odfg, cided
greatly in the success of our forcss and was in Kkeeping
with the highest traditions of the United States Naval
Service. He gallantly geve up his 1ife in tho defense
of his countyy.”

He had the American Defense Service Medal, Fleest Clasp.

He was reported desd on Navy Department Casualty List #6,
released July 3, 1l942.

His mother is: Mrs. Matt Walsh
1089 Bateman Stroet
.0alesburg, Illinels
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Navy Department Press Release 11/14/42
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Brief bipgraphy of career whioh would be of intereat for press
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' The Bureau of Navigatipn la frequently celled upon to furnish
news releases for Reserve officers in oommeotion with their service
a0tivitieg and assignments, It would therefore be highly
appreciated if you would submit this form to the Bureau of
Navigation, properly filled out, as socon as practicable,

Sk 2 o ook o ook o ol ok s O ke oK

AD ar
Pleass submit in duplicate, Date submittedl MR 1942
Name Weber - Frederick Thonss
(Swnams] [Firat) [ildate)
Ranlc Engign, A-V(N), USHR, _
iokasai o (File No.)

Home address 1089 Bateman 8t., Galesburg, Ill.

Date and place of birth_February 4, 1916, Des Moines, Jowa ..
Father's name__Matt Waleh

Nother's Neme_ Wre, Matt Waleh

Mother's malden neme  Opal Monerief

Schools or colleges attended prior to entering Nevel Reserve
Knoz Oollege, Drake University Degree in_ Bachelor of Arts

NeRO.T.0, gradusite at ;Class of

While attending school or college (Athletics, speoial -achisvementa,
literary socleties, ato.)

Track and fileld manager of Drake Relays for 4 yrs. 1935-39,

(under name of Fred Walsh).

Married (Maiden neme of wife) of

at_ when

Names of ochildren:

Member of the (Clubds, sooletiss, organizations, eto,)
Phi Gamma Delta (under name of Fred Walsh)

(See reverse mide)
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Brisf biography of oareer which would be of interest for press
releases, This 1s to include also information relative to:

a) Ocoupation and ashievements in olvil life,

b) Unusual apsignments to special dutics.

o) Transoripte of lotters of oommendation of speclal interest.

d) Partiocipation in any naval or military oampalgns or
ergagements, ’
(e) List campaign badges or medhls, citations and foreign

dccorations regelived,

Attach Photographs
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NAVY DEPARTMENT
IMMEDIATE RELEASE
PRESS AND RADIO NOVEMBER 14, 1942

NAVY AWARDS DECORATIONS TO 19

Fifteen officers have been awarded the Navy Cross by Secretary of
the Navy Frank Knox. In addition, two enlisted men were awarded the
Silver Star Medal and a like number were glven the Navy and Marine Corps
Medal,

One of the reclpients of the Navy Cross is listed as killed in action.
He was Ensign Frederick T, Weber, U.S.N.R., 26 years old, the son of
Mrs, Maft Walsh, 1089 Bateman Street, 'Galesburvg, Minois.

The remaining 14 awarded the Navy Cross are listed as missing in
action. They are: '

Lieutenant Commander Lance E. Massey, U.8.N., 23, son of Walter
Griffith Massey, 241 Paddock Strest, Watertown, New York. Hls wife,
Mrs. Marjorie D. Massey, resides at Hubbard Grove Ranch, Descanso,
Californla.

Lieutenant Martin Hasset Ray, Jr., U.S.N., 20, son of Martin H. Ray,
35 McIntyre Street, Bronxville, New York. His wife, Mrs. Georgiana S,
Ray, lives at 366 Walnut Street, New Orleans, Louisiana.

Lieutenant Patrick Henry Hart, U.S,N., 27, son of Mrs. Emma
Eli zabeth Hart, 1275 Westchester Place, Los Angeles, Qalifornia.

Licutenant (junior grade) Richard W. Suesens, U.8.N., 27, son of
John F. Sucsens, 1143 Williston Avenue, Watcrloo, Iowa, His wife is Mrs,
Margaret Jean Suesens, 1327 North 6th Street, Burlington, Iowa.

Licutenant (junior grade) Curtis W. Hetward, U.S.N., 25, son of
Mrs, Prudence W. Wohleb, 114 East 8th Avenue, Olympla, Washington, His
father was the late Compander Jasper Victor Howard, Medical Corps, U.S.N.

, Ensign Doyle C, Barnes, U.S.N,, 30, whose wif¢, Mrs, Margic
Florcence Barnces, lives on Rural Route # 1, Box 300A, Lemon Grove,
California .,

Ensign Harry L. Corl, U.8.N., 28, son of Willlam L. Corl, 510
Johnson Strect, Saginaw, Michigan.

} Ensign Horaco A, Bass, Jr., U,8.N.R., 27, son of Horace A, Bass,
520 Allison Avenuz, Roanoke, Virginia, ond the husband of Mrs. Sarah Miley
Bass, 1962 Poplar, Memphis, Tenncssae,
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Ensign Weber's citation:

“For extracrdinary heroism and distinguished service as pilot
of an airplane of 2 Bombing Squadron in action against enemy Japanese
forces in the Battle of Midway, June 4-6, 1942, Flying at a distance from
his ewn forces which rendered return unlikely because of probable fucl
exhaustion, Ensign Weber participated in two dive-bombing attacks against
Japanese naval units. In the first, launched in the face of concentrated
anti-alreraft fire and overwhelming fighter opposition, he scored a direct
hit on an enemy aircraft carrier. In the second, while pressing home a
desperate and vigorous counter-attack against Japanese fighters, he was
shot down, His unflinching devotion to duty, maintained at great personal
risk against tremendous odds, alded greatly in the success of our forces
and was in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Naval
Service, He gallantly gave up his life in the defense of his country.”’

Lisutenant Ray's citation :

‘‘Por extraordinary hercism and extreme disregard of personal
safaty as Engineer Officer of the USS HAMMANN during action against
enemy Japapese forces near Midway Island on June 6, 1242, After the
vessel had be en struck by enemy torpedoes, Lieutenant Ray capably and
efficiently directed cfforts at damage control, supervised evacuation of
spaces below decks and assisted other personnel in leaving the ship,
Despite the ever-~increasing danger of remaining aboard the rapidly
sinking vedsel, he carried on, with unfailing courage and conscientious
devotion to duty, until he died as the result of an underwater explosion,
He gallantly gave up his llfe in the seTvice of his country,”’

McLeod's citation states:

“Por gallant and intrepid devotion to duty while serving as a member
of the United States Navy Armed Guard on board a merchant vessel during
an attack on that vessel. Ag a result of MclLeod's alert and agressive action
in promptly manning an anti-aircraft gun when that vessel was subjected
to 2 low level dive bombing attack while lying at anchor, onc of a formation
of 10 cnemy planes was shot down. His effective fire, maintained throughout
the attack, was instrumentel in preventing damage to the ship,”

. The citation issued with Garner's medals

“For gallantry and intrepidity in action while serving as a member
of the Unjted States Navy Armed Guard on board o merchant vessel when
that vessel was subjected to enemy aerial bombing, Following the explosion
of 2 bomb which struck the No, 6 hatch and started fires in all sections of
the hold, Garner manned a machine gun and maintained constant fire on
the enemy homber during the attack. Tracer bullets were seen to enter the
fuselage of the low flying bomber which dropped, swerved and was driven
off, and later, when beached, was discovered to contain 1,200 rounds of
ammunition and a crew of seven dead aviators.”’
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